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In this editorial we provide an overview of the journal African Biodiversity & 
Conservation (ABC, www.abcjournal.org/): ‘A journal that publishes scientifically 
robust peer-reviewed studies on African biodiversity and conservation in a man-
ner that is free, accessible and ethical, and that maintains high quality standards 
throughout’. ABC is one of only four ISI-listed platinum open access journals 
focussing on African biodiversity. The journal is financially supported by, but edi-
torially independent from, the South African National Biodiversity Institute (SAN-
BI). There is no requirement on readers to pay for access nor on authors to pay 
to publish, although if a research grant provides funds for author page charges, 
we are keen to establish the principle that SANBI should not subsidise such pub-
lications. Unlike many other journals, the production team of ABC is in-house, 
allowing us to ensure that production standards are high.

The scope of the journal is self-explanatory: 1, the research must be directly on 
African issues; 2, it must be focussed on biodiversity; 3, there should be a link 
through to conservation management and policy in a broad sense; and finally, 4, 
the research must be well conducted and noteworthy. We provide various exam-
ples of what ABC regards as noteworthy and what sorts of submissions are not 
considered. Parochial articles will be considered if they link to broader lessons or 
a broader audience, otherwise a local or more discipline-specific journal would 
be more suited. The aim is to be inclusive; ABC will not chase impact factors. We 
also evaluate how ABC currently addresses the various developing international 
standards in biodiversity data management and publishing ethics. The journal is 
indexed in the Directory of Open Access Journals (DOAJ), is listed on the Institute 
for Scientific Information (ISI) Web of Science, and aims to support FAIR data 
standards and to meet the principles of Plan S. ABC follows a largely traditional 
model with a growing board of Associate Editors relying on reviewers from Africa 
and elsewhere to ensure a robust and scientifically rigorous peer-review process. 
Please get in touch if you are keen to be involved in the journal in whatever 
capacity. We welcome input, advice, criticism, but most of all noteworthy sub-
missions on African biodiversity and conservation.

Keywords: Bothalia, journal, Africa, biodiversity, conservation, free to publish, 
open access.

The need for a journal on African 
biodiversity and conservation
Africa is endowed with remarkable natural wealth and an enviably diverse assem-
blage of ecosystems and habitats. More than a quarter of the world’s biodiversity 
hotspots (9 of the 35 currently recognised) are located in this, the poorest and 
second most populous continent (IPBES 2018). Cataloguing this tremendous bio-
diversity is far from complete, especially as biodiversity hotspots likely contain the 
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majority of undescribed species, most of which are likely 
to be threatened with extinction (Joppa et al. 2011). Sus-
tained maintenance of this rich biodiversity, and the ser-
vices rendered (at local, regional and global levels) by its 
varied ecosystems, increasingly need to align with the ur-
gent priorities for economic development and improved 
human wellbeing (Chapman et al. 2022). It is anticipated 
that the human population on the continent will quadru-
ple in the next 80 years (United Nations Department of 
Economic and Social Affairs Population Division 2015) 
with massive urbanisation (Cartwright 2015), precipitat-
ing rapidly expanded pressures on land, aquatic systems 
and biodiversity. Higher consumption levels will necessi-
tate agricultural development and likely lead to increased 
hunting pressures (Lambin & Meyfroidt 2011); increased 
pressure on forests for fuelwood and building material 
(Fisher 2010); increased pressures on fisheries (Allison et 
al. 2009); and, with almost 30% of the world’s minerals, 
the pressure for development through mining will be in-
tense. The associated direct and indirect impacts of these 
pressures on biodiversity will be significant. Complicating 
these already considerable pressures, Africa is likely to be 
the continent hardest hit by climate change (IPCC 2014).

Scientific research is an important driver of economic 
growth and development, and essential if Africa’s envi-
ronmental challenges are to be addressed equitably at 
appropriate scales. Rapid publication and access to this 
research is important for African policymakers to make 
informed science-based decisions that support the re-
gion. African scientific production is the fastest grow-
ing of any continent (an increase in scientific papers 
produced of 38.6% between 2012 and 2016), with 
the number of authors also increasing by 43% over the 
same period (Duermeijer et al. 2018).

One of the stumbling blocks is ensuring access to in-
formation. The global drive for open access scientific 
publishing, while making scientific literature more ac-
cessible, has the potential to limit the publication of re-
search by the Global South due to the cost of open ac-
cess publishing fees (Table 1; Smith et al. 2021; Kwon 
2022) and increase geopolitical knowledge inequality 
by drowning out the visibility of developing nation re-
search (Demeter & Istratii 2020). The publishing models 
of scientific journals is generally either pay to access or 
pay to publish – if research is to be subsidised, it likely 
only happens when such research aligns with the agen-
das of journals based outside of Africa, reviewed by in-
stitutions outside of Africa, and that will contribute to 
the reputation of the journal (e.g., through the impact 
factor). Well-conducted relevant local research is not 
routinely regarded as important to the wider interna-
tional scientific community, but such context-specific  
research should be the foundation of decisions that need 
to be made on the continent.

Facilitating intra-African collaborations is also vital. Spe-
cies distributions and how they are impacted by global Ti

tle
Sc

op
e

Pu
bl

is
he

r
Pu

bl
is

hi
ng

 m
od

el
Au

th
or

 p
ag

e 
ch

ar
ge

s 
(f

or
 o

pe
n 

ac
ce

ss
)

Af
ric

an
 B

io
di

ve
rs

ity
 &

 C
on

se
rv

at
io

n 
Af

ric
an

 b
io

di
ve

rs
ity

 a
nd

 c
on

se
rv

at
io

n
So

ut
h 

Af
ric

an
 N

at
io

na
l 

Bi
od

iv
er

sit
y 

In
st

itu
te

Pl
at

in
um

 O
pe

n 
Ac

ce
ss

no
ne

Af
ric

an
 E

nt
om

ol
og

y
En

to
m

ol
og

y,
 p

ar
tic

ul
ar

ly
 in

 A
fri

ca
En

to
m

ol
og

ic
al

 S
oc

ie
ty

 o
f 

So
ut

he
rn

 A
fri

ca
G

ol
d 

O
pe

n 
Ac

ce
ss

ZA
R 

5 
50

0 
(m

em
be

rs
)

ZA
R 

10
 0

00
 (n

on
-m

em
be

rs
)

Af
ric

an
 In

ve
rt

eb
ra

te
s

Ta
xo

no
m

y,
 s

ys
te

m
at

ic
s,

 b
io

ge
og

ra
ph

y 
an

d 
pa

la
eo

nt
ol

og
y 

of
 A

fro
tro

pi
ca

l i
nv

er
te

br
at

es
Pe

ns
of

t
G

ol
d 

O
pe

n 
Ac

ce
ss

EU
R 

30
0

Af
ric

an
 Jo

ur
na

l o
f A

qu
at

ic
 S

ci
en

ce
Aq

ua
tic

 s
ci

en
ce

, p
ar

tic
ul

ar
ly

 in
 A

fri
ca

Ta
yl

or
 &

 F
ra

nc
is

M
ix

ed
, c

an
 s

el
ec

t 
G

ol
d 

O
pe

n 
Ac

ce
ss

U
SD

 3
 1

75

Af
ric

an
 Jo

ur
na

l o
f E

co
lo

gy
Ec

ol
og

y 
an

d 
co

ns
er

va
tio

n 
of

 A
fri

ca
n 

an
im

al
s 

an
d 

pl
an

ts
W

ile
y

M
ix

ed
, c

an
 s

el
ec

t 
G

ol
d 

O
pe

n 
Ac

ce
ss

U
SD

 3
 3

50
 

G
BP

 2
 2

20
EU

R 
2 

78
0

Ta
bl

e 
1.

 A
fri

ca
n 

Bi
od

iv
er

sit
y 

&
 C

on
se

rv
at

io
n 

is 
on

e 
of

 fo
ur

 p
la

tin
um

 o
pe

n 
ac

ce
ss

 A
fri

ca
n-

ba
se

d 
jo

ur
na

ls 
pu

bl
ish

in
g 

on
 b

io
di

ve
rs

ity
 a

cr
os

s t
he

 c
on

tin
en

t. 
Th

e 
fo

llo
w

in
g 

ar
e 

a 
lis

t o
f j

ou
rn

al
s u

nd
er

 IS
I W

eb
 

of
 S

ci
en

ce
’s

 Jo
ur

na
l C

ita
tio

n 
In

de
x 

as
 a

t m
id

-2
02

3,
 fi

lte
re

d 
us

in
g 

Af
ric

an
 c

ou
nt

rie
s,

 a
nd

 m
an

ua
lly

 in
te

rp
re

te
d 

to
 jo

ur
na

ls 
th

at
 p

ub
lis

h 
re

se
ar

ch
 o

n 
bi

od
iv

er
sit

y 
an

d 
co

ns
er

va
tio

n.
 T

he
 a

ut
ho

r 
pa

ge
 

ch
ar

ge
s 

ar
e 

th
e 

gr
os

s 
fig

ur
es

 q
uo

te
d 

on
 w

eb
sit

es
 (i

.e
., 

th
ey

 d
o 

no
t i

nc
lu

de
 b

an
ki

ng
 fe

es
, t

ax
es

 o
r 

th
e 

co
st

 o
f e

xc
ha

ng
in

g 
m

on
ey

) f
or

 a
 r

es
ea

rc
h 

ar
tic

le
 o

f 1
6 

pa
ge

s 
in

 le
ng

th
 p

ub
lis

he
d 

by
 s

om
eo

ne
 

ba
se

d 
in

 S
ou

th
 A

fri
ca



| Open accesshttp://abcjournal.org |

Ti
tle

Sc
op

e
Pu

bl
is

he
r

Pu
bl

is
hi

ng
 m

od
el

Au
th

or
 p

ag
e 

ch
ar

ge
s 

(f
or

 o
pe

n 
ac

ce
ss

)

Af
ric

an
 Jo

ur
na

l o
f M

ar
in

e 
Sc

ie
nc

e
M

ar
in

e 
sc

ie
nc

e,
 p

ar
tic

ul
ar

ly
 in

 A
fri

ca
Ta

yl
or

 &
 F

ra
nc

is
M

ix
ed

, c
an

 s
el

ec
t 

G
ol

d 
O

pe
n 

Ac
ce

ss
U

SD
 3

 1
75

Af
ric

an
 Jo

ur
na

l o
f R

an
ge

 &
 F

or
ag

e 
Sc

ie
nc

e
M

an
ag

em
en

t, 
as

se
ss

m
en

t, 
m

on
ito

rin
g,

 e
co

lo
gy

, 
co

ns
er

va
tio

n,
 b

io
di

ve
rs

ity
 a

nd
 fo

ra
ge

 s
ci

en
ce

 o
f 

ra
ng

el
an

ds
 a

nd
 p

as
tu

re
s 

in
 A

fri
ca

Ta
yl

or
 &

 F
ra

nc
is

M
ix

ed
, c

an
 s

el
ec

t 
G

ol
d 

O
pe

n 
Ac

ce
ss

U
SD

 3
 1

75

Af
ric

an
 Jo

ur
na

l o
f W

ild
lif

e 
Re

se
ar

ch
W

ild
lif

e 
re

se
ar

ch
 in

 A
fri

ca
, A

ra
bi

a 
an

d 
M

ad
ag

as
ca

r
So

ut
h 

Af
ric

an
 Jo

ur
na

l o
f 

W
ild

lif
e 

Re
se

ar
ch

Tr
ad

iti
on

al
 p

ub
lis

hi
ng

ZA
R 

3 
20

0 
(lo

ca
l m

em
be

rs
)

U
SD

 3
20

 (n
on

-lo
ca

l m
em

be
rs

)
(d

ou
bl

e 
fo

r n
on

-m
em

be
rs

)

Af
ric

an
 Z

oo
lo

gy
Af

ric
an

 fa
un

a 
in

 te
rr

es
tri

al
, f

re
sh

w
at

er
 a

nd
 

m
ar

in
e 

ec
os

ys
te

m
s

Ta
yl

or
 &

 F
ra

nc
is

M
ix

ed
, c

an
 s

el
ec

t 
G

ol
d 

O
pe

n 
Ac

ce
ss

U
SD

 3
 1

75

Ko
ed

oe
: A

fri
ca

n 
Pr

ot
ec

te
d 

Ar
ea

 
C

on
se

rv
at

io
n 

an
d 

Sc
ie

nc
e

C
on

se
rv

at
io

n 
of

 p
ro

te
ct

ed
 a

re
as

, p
ar

tic
ul

ar
ly

 in
 

Af
ric

a
AO

SI
S

G
ol

d 
O

pe
n 

Ac
ce

ss
ZA

R 
19

 8
08

O
st

ric
h

Af
ric

an
 o

rn
ith

ol
og

y
Ta

yl
or

 &
 F

ra
nc

is
M

ix
ed

, c
an

 s
el

ec
t 

G
ol

d 
O

pe
n 

Ac
ce

ss
U

SD
 3

 1
75

Pa
ch

yd
er

m
Af

ric
an

 e
le

ph
an

t a
nd

 A
fri

ca
n 

an
d 

As
ia

n 
rh

in
o 

co
ns

er
va

tio
n 

an
d 

m
an

ag
em

en
t i

n 
th

e 
w

ild
In

te
rn

at
io

na
l U

ni
on

 fo
r 

C
on

se
rv

at
io

n 
of

 N
at

ur
e 

an
d 

N
at

ur
al

 R
es

ou
rc

es

Pl
at

in
um

 O
pe

n 
Ac

ce
ss

no
ne

So
ut

h 
Af

ric
an

 Jo
ur

na
l o

f A
ni

m
al

 
Sc

ie
nc

e
Pr

od
uc

tio
n 

of
 fa

rm
ed

 a
ni

m
al

 s
pe

ci
es

, a
s 

w
el

l 
as

 p
er

tin
en

t a
sp

ec
ts

 o
f r

es
ea

rc
h 

on
 a

qu
at

ic
 a

nd
 

w
ild

lif
e 

sp
ec

ie
s

So
ut

h 
Af

ric
an

 S
oc

ie
ty

 fo
r 

An
im

al
 S

ci
en

ce
 

G
ol

d 
O

pe
n 

Ac
ce

ss
ZA

R 
4 

80
0 

(m
em

be
rs

)
ZA

R 
6 

00
0 

(n
on

-m
em

be
rs

 fr
om

 
th

e 
So

ut
he

rn
 A

fri
ca

n 
D

ev
el

op
m

en
t 

C
om

m
un

ity
)

U
SD

 8
00

 (e
ve

ry
on

e 
el

se
)

So
ut

h 
Af

ric
an

 Jo
ur

na
l o

f B
ot

an
y

Pl
an

t s
ci

en
ce

s,
 p

ar
tic

ul
ar

ly
 s

ou
th

er
n 

Af
ric

a
El

se
vi

er
M

ix
ed

, c
an

 s
el

ec
t 

G
ol

d 
O

pe
n 

Ac
ce

ss
U

SD
 2

 7
50

So
ut

h 
Af

ric
an

 Jo
ur

na
l o

f S
ci

en
ce

G
en

er
al

 in
te

re
st

 s
ci

en
ce

 re
le

va
nt

 to
 a

nd
 fo

r 
Af

ric
a

Ac
ad

em
y 

of
 S

ci
en

ce
 o

f 
So

ut
h 

Af
ric

a
Pl

at
in

um
 O

pe
n 

Ac
ce

ss
no

ne

So
ut

he
rn

 F
or

es
ts

Fo
re

st
ry

: F
or

es
t s

ci
en

ce
 a

nd
 m

an
ag

em
en

t o
f 

fa
st

-g
ro

w
in

g,
 p

la
nt

ed
 o

r n
at

ur
al

 fo
re

st
s 

in
 th

e 
So

ut
he

rn
 H

em
isp

he
re

 a
nd

 th
e 

tro
pi

cs

Ta
yl

or
 &

 F
ra

nc
is

M
ix

ed
, c

an
 s

el
ec

t 
G

ol
d 

O
pe

n 
Ac

ce
ss

U
SD

 3
 1

75

W
at

er
 S

A
W

at
er

 s
ci

en
ce

 (i
nc

lu
di

ng
 fr

es
hw

at
er

 a
nd

 
es

tu
ar

in
e 

ec
ol

og
y)

So
ut

h 
Af

ric
an

 W
at

er
 

Re
se

ar
ch

 C
om

m
iss

io
n

Pl
at

in
um

 O
pe

n 
Ac

ce
ss

no
ne

Ta
bl

e 
1.

 A
fri

ca
n 

Bi
od

iv
er

sit
y 

&
 C

on
se

rv
at

io
n 

is 
on

e 
of

 fo
ur

 p
la

tin
um

 o
pe

n 
ac

ce
ss

 A
fri

ca
n-

ba
se

d 
jo

ur
na

ls 
pu

bl
ish

in
g 

on
 b

io
di

ve
rs

ity
 a

cr
os

s t
he

 c
on

tin
en

t. 
Th

e 
fo

llo
w

in
g 

ar
e 

a 
lis

t o
f j

ou
rn

al
s u

nd
er

 IS
I W

eb
 

of
 S

ci
en

ce
’s

 Jo
ur

na
l C

ita
tio

n 
In

de
x 

as
 a

t m
id

-2
02

3,
 fi

lte
re

d 
us

in
g 

Af
ric

an
 c

ou
nt

rie
s,

 a
nd

 m
an

ua
lly

 in
te

rp
re

te
d 

to
 jo

ur
na

ls 
th

at
 p

ub
lis

h 
re

se
ar

ch
 o

n 
bi

od
iv

er
sit

y 
an

d 
co

ns
er

va
tio

n.
 T

he
 a

ut
ho

r 
pa

ge
 

ch
ar

ge
s 

ar
e 

th
e 

gr
os

s 
fig

ur
es

 q
uo

te
d 

on
 w

eb
sit

es
 (i

.e
., 

th
ey

 d
o 

no
t i

nc
lu

de
 b

an
ki

ng
 fe

es
, t

ax
es

 o
r 

th
e 

co
st

 o
f e

xc
ha

ng
in

g 
m

on
ey

) f
or

 a
 r

es
ea

rc
h 

ar
tic

le
 o

f 1
6 

pa
ge

s 
in

 le
ng

th
 p

ub
lis

he
d 

by
 s

om
eo

ne
 

ba
se

d 
in

 S
ou

th
 A

fri
ca

 (c
on

tin
ue

d)

Page 3 of 14  | Editorial



| Open accesshttp://abcjournal.org |

change cut across national boundaries. Biological inva-
sions in Africa can be due to introductions to any part 
of the continent, and so biosecurity is a pan-African 
issue (Faulkner et al. 2017, 2020). Management deci-
sions therefore can have international consequences. A 
classical biological control agent released in one coun-
try can disperse to other countries, providing significant 
benefits by reducing plant invasions (Langa et al. 2020) 
but also potential conflicts (Paterson & Witt 2022). 
These point to the need for African-wide perspectives 
rather than solutions from abroad. There are, however, 
relatively few African-based open access journals that 
publish biodiversity research (Table 1) and of these only 
four appear to be both listed on ISI-Web of Science and 
free to publish and access, i.e., platinum open access. 
Of these four only African Biodiversity & Conservation 
publishes across the broad scope of biodiversity.

Since the first issue of African Biodiversity & Conserva-
tion was published in 1922, the scope and title of the 
journal has expanded. The journal was first published 
under the name Bothalia, as an institutional journal of 
the then Botanical Research Institute (BRI). The BRI 
merged with other institutions and eventually in 2004 
became part of the newly established South African 
National Biodiversity Institute (SANBI). Bothalia contin-
ued to be published by SANBI until 2013 (volume 43). 
The following year, publication was shifted to the Cape 
Town based publisher AOSIS under the title Bothalia, 

African Biodiversity & Conservation. In 2020 the jour-
nal moved back to being published in-house by SANBI 
under the title Bothalia, African Biodiversity & Conser-
vation. In 2025, the prefix was dropped, and the title 
updated to African Biodiversity & Conservation (ABC for 
short). ABC is now an ISI-listed platinum open access 
journal with dedicated support for journal production 
from SANBI. We are enormously grateful to Prof. Mi-
chelle Hamer, the previous Editor-in-Chief of ABC, for 
pioneering this publishing model. We came on as co-
Editors-in-Chief in July 2022, and have since focussed 
on building on her foundation and codifying how the 
journal is run.

Until 2014, almost all papers published in the journal 
were botanical, and the majority included an author 
based at SANBI. In the years since, and as reflected by 
the change in title, the scope has broadened to biodi-
versity, and over the last few years the majority of au-
thors are from outside of SANBI, and increasingly from 
around the continent (Figure 1).

Based on this we developed a vision for the journal 
ABC:

‘A journal that publishes scientifically robust peer- 
reviewed studies on African biodiversity and conserva-
tion in a manner that is free, accessible and ethical, and 
that maintains high quality standards throughout.’

Figure 1. The location of authors of articles in African Biodiversity & Conservation 2018 to 2023 (see Supplementary Material for details). 
Historically the journal (under its previous name Bothalia) largely focussed on South African botanical research with some contribu-
tions from southern Africa. In the period examined here, 85% of authors have been from Africa (71% from South Africa), from across 
15 African countries, with the number of contributions from outside of South Africa increasing. 
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The scope of ABC
We recognise there is a rich variety of knowledge sys-
tems and types of papers; ABC will try to be flexible 
and accommodating, but we take a literal approach to 
the scope.

1.	 The research must be 
directly on African issues

We are keen for submissions from Santo Antao in Cabo 
Verde in the west to Île Rodrigues in the Indian Ocean 
to the east, and from Cani Islands in Tunisia to Cape 
Agulhas in South Africa. This is a rich and varied bio-
geography. ABC does not, however, consider South 
Africa’s sub-Antarctic islands (i.e., the Prince Edward 
Islands) to be part of Africa, nor any of the Mediter-
ranean islands, except those that form part of African 
countries (e.g., Tunisia’s Galite Islands). As such, we 
aim to follow the United Nations geoscheme for Africa.

Authors can be based anywhere but the research must 
be directly on African issues. We welcome papers from 
those based at African institutions, from the African 
diaspora and from non-Africans based at non-African 
institutions (Figure 1).

2.	 The research must be 
relevant to biodiversity

We are keen to publish work from genes to ecosys-
tems and across all realms in line with the UN Con-
vention of Biological Diversity (CBD), 1992, Article 2’s 
definition of biological diversity: ‘the variability among 
living organisms from all sources including, inter alia, 
terrestrial, marine and other aquatic ecosystems and 
the ecological complexes of which they are part; this 
includes diversity within species, between species and 
of ecosystems.’ We do not believe there is a neat sepa-
ration between natural, rural and urban, just as people 
and nature should not be viewed as separate. We have 
found that the term ‘in the wild’ can mislead, and ABC 
welcomes studies on urban ecology particularly as Afri-
ca rapidly urbanises. However, research on agricultural 
or production systems would be considered only in the 
context of how such land-uses or production affect or 
interact with African biodiversity.

3.	 Facilitate uptake into 
conservation policy 
and management

ABC publishes applied and foundational studies, but we 
encourage all authors to think about the likely readers 
and end users of their work. Who would use the results 

and how? Who might cite it? In describing a new spe-
cies, identifying a taxon at risk of extinction or report-
ing a new invasion, it is, we feel, important to consider 
the implications. Who is affected and how can the in-
formation presented feed through to managers and pol-
icy-makers? ABC does not, at present, specifically have a 
section on practice and management insights, though we 
are keen to publish such studies. We are excited by the 
Kunming-Montreal Global Biodiversity Framework of the 
CBD, and encourage authors to be explicit as to how their 
research can help towards the four long-term goals and 
23 targets (https://www.cbd.int/article/cop15-final-text-
kunming-montreal-gbf-221222). We appreciate much 
work is still needed to develop robust biodiversity indica-
tors to track progress towards such targets (Leadley et al. 
2022), and research into making the targets and indica-
tors relevant to the African context is crucial. Often, with 
a few small tweaks to a manuscript, it is possible to ensure 
that research is more digestible or more readily incorpo-
rated into such processes (see data standards below).

4.	 The research must be well 
conducted and noteworthy

ABC publishes research that is scientifically robust and 
that is clearly and accessibly presented. Our editorial 
and production teams aim to help, though authors are 
ultimately responsible for their manuscripts. By note-
worthy we mean that research should be of interest to 
other researchers or conservation practitioners in Africa 
and not just of local interest to those working in the 
same field. This is the aspect that is by far the hardest 
to pin down, and so we have provided specific exam-
ples in the last section of this editorial. If the topic of a 
manuscript is in this scope, ABC will try to be flexible in 
terms of how and what is published. 

The ethos of the journal
Open access, free to publish, but 
still with high-production value

Far too often Africa’s natural wealth has been lost to 
the continent. African taxpayers’ money and research 
grants are still, in some cases, literally going into Swiss 
bank accounts. None of a recent list of the hundred 
largest scientific publishing houses in the world are 
based in Africa (Nishikawa-Pacher 2022), and the top 
publishers have few if any offices on the continent (See 
Supplementary Appendix 1).

ABC is different. ABC is produced in-house by the South 
African National Biodiversity Institute (SANBI), Pretoria, 
South Africa; and offers high-quality scientific editing and 
production once a paper has been accepted following 
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peer review. As a platinum open access journal, neither 
authors nor readers pay to publish or access the journal. 
The journal is indexed in the Directory of Open Access 
Journals (DOAJ) and aims to meet the principles of Plan S 
(https://www.coalition-s.org/plan_s_principles/). We are, 
of course, conscious of cost and sustainability, and want 
to create a flexible model. ABC is not set up to subsidise 
large international research funders and so, if research 
funders allocate money to pay for author page charges, 
then the costs of ABC should be covered. We have not 
worked out the precise model, though the working prin-
ciple is that no-one needs to pay, but if there is budget for 
it, then they should.

Trying to meet international 
data standards

Given the massive increase in our ability to capture 
data and the urgent need to synthesise such data into 
information useful for policy-makers and managers, 
biodiversity informatics is emerging as a distinct disci-
pline [for an overview see Gadelha Jr et al. (2021) and 
for a perspective from South Africa see MacFadyen et 
al. (2022) and Parker-Allie et al. (2023)]. We are at the 
heart of a paradigm shift in scientific practice and im-
pact metrics, where datasets are described and pub-
lished as data papers, providing recognition for the ef-
forts of data gathering and cleaning. This creates new 
challenges but also new types of manuscripts. In partic-
ular we are looking to have a new category of ‘Data De-
scriptor’ publications. Costello et al. (2013) presented 
a proposed 14-step procedure for such publications, 
and we will be keen to explore the degree to which 
ABC can adopt this model. We are similarly interested 
to ensure publications include data workflows where 
appropriate, so that analyses are truly repeatable and 
transferrable. We encourage prospective authors to 
look at proposed best practice for publishing data [e.g., 
Costello & Wieczorek (2014)]; and at ABC we will try 
to follow FAIR data principles both by encouraging the 
publication of data underlying papers and also in the 
way we run the journal (Wilkinson et al. 2016). We 
aspire for manuscripts to be:

•• Findable – all articles receive a digital object iden-
tifier (doi), and we strongly encourage appropriate 
metadata to be provided.

•• Accessible – all papers are published online once 
accepted and laid out, and papers will be free to 
access.

•• Interoperable – we encourage the use of biodiversi-
ty data standards (e.g., Darwin Core terms).

•• Reusable – manuscripts are, by default, published 
under the Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 Inter-
national License, meaning that, with appropriate at-
tribution of sources, people are welcome to use and 
distribute the published work.

We are also keen for authors to follow international 
best-practices in other areas. For example, for litera-
ture reviews and meta-analysis, we would encourage 
authors to follow the Preferred Reporting Items for 
Systematic reviews and Meta-Analyses (PRISMA) guide-
lines, for example see O’Dea et al. (2021) for recom-
mendations in ecology and evolutionary biology.

An ethical framework

Accessibility and diversity are core values for the journal. 
We aim to ensure that the composition of the editorial 
board is diverse (in terms of gender, ethnicity, career stage 
and geographical representation) and where possible en-
courage a similar consideration of diversity in the peer 
review of manuscripts. In so doing we hope to reduce 
some of the additional burdens experienced by African 
scientists as identified by Marincola and Kariuki (2020). 
To ensure that we maintain the highest standards of pub-
lication ethics within the journal, publication policies and 
core practices will be revised or developed and made 
available on the journal’s webpage as per the guidelines 
of the Committee on Publication Ethics (COPE). This 
commitment, in our opinion, will strengthen the scientif-
ic rigour of the peer-review process, noting decisions to 
publish articles will be based solely on the scholarly merit 
of the research and not the ability to pay. 

It is similarly crucial that studies increasingly evaluate is-
sues from various perspectives. Local knowledge systems 
and indigenous peoples and local communities must be 
respected and acknowledged. For examples of specif-
ic recommendations, see the Cape Town Statement on 
fostering research integrity through fairness and equity 
(Horn et al. 2023). We encourage all authors to read and 
engage with codes of ethical practice for researchers, and 
we will try and set processes in place to facilitate this. 
For example, a recent South African statement on ethical 
research and scholarly publishing practices sets out 12 
principles (ASSAf et al. 2019), we believe that ABC meets 
many of these principles in full already, but we recognise 
that much more can be done (Table 2).

ASSAf and SciELO also recently produced guidelines re-
garding the ethical use of artificial intelligence (AI) in writ-
ing, reviewing and editing scientific publications (ASSAf 
and SciELO 2024). To summarise, only humans can be 
considered authors, and if such large language models 
(LLMs) are used in a substantive way, their use must be 
declared and cited in either the methods or acknowl-
edgements as appropriate.

So how does ABC work?
Full details of how ABC works are available on the jour-
nal’s website (www.abcjournal.org) in particular in the 
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‘Information For Authors’ section. We highlight a few 
key aspects below.

Review model
There are lots of exciting emerging publishing models, 
but ABC is committed in the medium term to a tradi-
tional model. Each submitted manuscript will be briefly 

evaluated by the journal team and one of the co-Editor- 
in-Chiefs to check if it is: within scope, the contribution 
is original research, not published elsewhere, research 
techniques are of appropriate standard, written in En-
glish, meets ethical considerations and is noteworthy. 
Submissions need to be of a quality such that potential 
reviewers will be able to concentrate on the content and 
not on the presentation. Manuscripts are returned to 

Table 2. How the editorial team at the journal African Biodiversity & Conservation (ABC) are addressing the twelve principles from a 
recent South African declaration on research ethics (ASSAf et al. 2019)

Principle Current status and proposed actions

1.	 Responsibility ABC aims to keep abreast of all relevant regulations and tries to maintain academic and research 
integrity. In terms of addressing unethical practices, ABC still needs to develop set procedures, 
though if there are issues, please raise them either directly with one of the co-Editors-in-Chief 
(a.magee@abcjournal.org; j.wilson@abcjournal.org) or with the Managing Editor (y.steen-
kamp@sanbi.org.za). SANBI also has an anonymous whistle-blowing system (sanbi@behonest.
co.za).

2.	 Ethics and integrity The issues discussed in this table are our attempt as a journal to be open and clear about how 
ABC is trying to be ethical and act with integrity.

3.	 Methodology and data Methods will need to be provided in enough detail to allow the research to be repeated. All 
underlying biodiversity data should be published in an appropriate database unless there is a 
clear reason not to (e.g., Tulloch et al. 2018). For further details see the section on ‘Trying to 
meet international data standards’ (p. 6).

4.	 Authorship The corresponding author must confirm all authors have seen the final submitted version and 
they all agreed to be included as authors. An explicit process to request confirmation from 
co-authors is not currently in place and is under consideration. 

5.	 Acknowledgement of 
contributions

ABC requires all manuscripts to have an Author Contribution statement. ABC has not, as yet, set 
the Contributor Role Taxonomy (CRediT) as a requirement (Brand et al. 2015), but encourag-
es authors to consider using it (e.g., https://www.elsevier.com/authors/policies-and-guidelines/
credit-author-statement).

6.	 Peer review ABC is committed to rigorous peer review. For further details see the section ‘Review model’ (p. 7)  
with details online. 

7.	 Social awareness ABC is committed to ensuring diversity in the composition of the editorial board, as well as the 
selection of reviewers. Policies for the retraction of articles need to be developed.

8.	 Conflicts of interest All manuscripts have a section ‘Competing interests’ wherein any conflicts are to be clearly stat-
ed. ABC is committed to ensure there are processes in place to avoid conflicts of interest or to 
be transparent if conflicts exist or may be perceived. This needs to be formalised.

9.	 Editorial If an editor is an author of a manuscript submitted to ABC, they are recused from decision- 
making, and the review process is anonymous. Editorial decisions are, and will continue to 
be, independent from the host institution (i.e., SANBI). We are committed to establishing an 
advisory board within the next year that would, for example, review the performance of us as 
co-Editors-in-Chief and be responsible for guiding the appointment of our successors.

10.	 Research publishing 
environment

ABC is not for profit. We commit to working with the editorial board and proposed advisory 
board to develop explicit processes for education and stewardship. Similarly, clear and fair pol-
icies and practices need to be developed.

11.	 Predatory journals 
and unethical editorial 
practices

The editorial processes within ABC will be guided by those from the Committee on Publication 
Ethics (COPE; see https://publicationethics.org/ for details).

12.	 Quality over quantity ABC will not chase impact factors because doing so would mean the journal was being over- 
selective in what it publishes (cf. Choi et al. in press). ABC aims to publish all manuscripts that 
are within the scope and that are noteworthy. We realise that ABC will lose out on publishing 
important manuscripts that can be more easily published for a fee in open-access journals, but 
we commit to not taking shortcuts on quality. For further details see the sections on ‘The Scope 
of ABC’ (p. 4) and ‘What is noteworthy?’ (p. 9).
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authors prior to peer review if there are substantive issues 
that would detract from the peer-review process or re-
jected if the manuscript is not within the journal’s scope. 
Similarly, it is important that the underlying data are ac-
cessible, e.g., they should aim to be tidy where possible 
(Wickham 2014) (i.e., the physical layout links with its 
meaning by using a specific structure: a column for each 
variable, a row for each observation and a table for each 
type of observational unit). Manuscripts that meet these 
criteria are then allocated to an Associate Editor who has 
expertise relevant to the manuscript. The Associate Edi-
tor performs a similar but much more detailed evaluation 
and either rejects, requests pre-review revisions or sends 
the manuscript out for external peer review. 

Peer review at ABC involves at least two, ideally three, 
external reviewers assessing each paper and providing 
detailed comments and insights. The default model is 
for single-blind reviews (i.e., authors names are avail-
able to reviewers, but reviewers names are not avail-
able to authors). If authors specifically request for their 
names to be withheld from the review process we can 
try to accommodate, but our experience (at least from 
South Africa) is that there are only a few people who 
work on any one topic – it is often readily apparent who 
the authorship team is, and so double-blind reviewing 
is illusory. We leave the decision up to reviewers to 
choose whether to sign a review, but if they do not, 
then it is assumed that they wish to be anonymous. We 
have not, as yet, a process whereby manuscript drafts 
and reviews can be published alongside accepted man-
uscripts, though this is something we may consider in 
future.

On receipt of reviews, the Associate Editor then pro-
vides feedback to the authors via the journal system. 
The authors, as appropriate, revise their manuscript, 
and the process repeats until a final decision is made. 
A decision can be appealed with the appropriate co-
Editor-in-Chief on the basis of procedural or scientific 
grounds.

Submission system

The journal is managed, from submission, peer re-
view and production, using the Open Journal Systems 
https://pkp.sfu.ca/ojs/. Supplementary material can be 
stored online; however, we are very happy if supple-
mentary information, data sets and code are stored on 
open-access repositories (e.g., Zenodo for data and 
code on GitHub).

Production

ABC has an in-house production team that provides 
scientific and copy-editing services and ensures the fi-
nal documents are appropriately laid out. Articles are 

published on-line the moment production is complete, 
with each article assigned a digital object identifier (doi) 
and page numbers as part of a virtual volume. At the 
end of each year a physical copy is still produced (di-
vided into issues as necessary). These can be purchased 
from the SANBI bookshop (bookshop@sanbi.org.za). 
Physical copies of the journal issues are archived/de-
posited in various libraries and legal depositories. 

Authors retain copyright of the published work under 
the Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 International 
License. Under this licence the work is effectively re-
leased into the public domain under the restriction that 
users provide proper attribution to the original publi-
cation, as set out in the official citation of the article as 
published in the journal. All articles published in ABC 
are archived on SciELO SA and in Sabinet African Jour-
nals and digitally preserved through Portico. 

Indexing

The journal is indexed in SciELO SA, SCOPUS, Thom-
son Reuters Web of Science Core Collection, Science 
Citation Index Expanded, Directory of Open Access 
Journals (DOAJ), EBSCO Host and Google Scholar. 

Types of papers
The bulk of papers published by ABC are ‘Research 
articles and Reviews’. We do not currently separate 
these papers into different thematic sections (either in 
the physical volumes or online), though this could be 
considered if the number of accepted manuscripts in-
creases markedly and such divisions are considered to 
be useful by the readers and contributors. ABC has four 
other types of research papers (‘Data descriptors’, ‘No-
menclatural changes’, ‘New distribution records’ and 
‘Short communications’). It is increasingly important 
that data are curated and presented in and of them-
selves. As such ABC will start to explicitly publish ‘Data 
descriptors’ papers that describe relevant data that are 
foundational to broader analyses and indicators need-
ed for conservation planning. ABC has for many years 
served as the repository for taxonomic nomenclatural 
papers in botany in South Africa and will continue to 
publish ‘Nomenclatural changes’. Similarly, the journal 
will continue to publish ‘New distribution records’. Fi-
nally we have a ‘Short communications’ category for 
papers that don’t fit neatly into the other boxes. Sharp 
and Burrett (2021) provide fascinating insights into the 
nineteenth century naturalist Emil Holub’s work on fun-
gi, including some of his sketches. Such historical notes 
can serve as important reference points for current re-
search in fascinating ways, and ABC will aim to strongly 
support Sagarin and Pauchard’s (2010) call for rigorous 
observational approaches to ecology.
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There are a few other specific categories. ‘Editorials’, 
as the name suggests, are opinion pieces by members 
of the editorial team on issues either directly relat-
ed to ABC (as in this current paper) or on topical is-
sues. Similarly, ABC has and will continue to publish 
‘Commentaries’ on topical issues by any contributors. 
For example, Klopper et al. (2018) provided a report 
on the outcomes of the Nomenclature Section of the 
XIXth International Botanical Congress of relevance to 
South African botanists and mycologists (a report on 
the 2024 congress is under consideration). Finally, ABC 
will annually publish a list of reviewers under ‘Reviewer 
Acknowledgement’.

ABC has historically published other types of articles, 
including book reviews. For example, Siebert (2021) 
reviewed William Bond’s (2019) book ‘Open Ecosys-
tems: ecology and evolution beyond the forest edge’, 
a fascinating exposition of global grasslands, savannas 
and shrublands. However, with the move from Bothalia 
to ABC, the journal is less about one particular institu-
tion or one community of practice and rather about 
the broader discipline of biodiversity and conservation. 
ABC is not a society-run journal, and as such we found 
it difficult to justify what to review in terms of books 
and who to include in the case of obituaries. This is a 
decision that we will revisit once an advisory board is 
established.

The current restriction on article length is 8 000 words. 
We can be flexible on this limit, although, as with all 
scientific articles, it is desirable that ideas are presented 
as concisely as necessary. Moreover, as physical copies 
are still produced, online supplementary material will 
be preferred for large data sets or discussion on issues 
not essential for the central narrative of the manuscript.

What is noteworthy?
A potential manuscript will need to carefully demon-
strate that the contributions are noteworthy. Given that 
we do not want to be overly dogmatic, we felt it best to 
try and define noteworthy through recent ABC articles.

Taxonomic papers 

We encourage authors to publish new species within 
a taxonomic revision of a genus or other appropriate 
infrageneric group. If the taxonomy of the study group 
is adequate, single species descriptions will be con-
sidered, providing the new taxon is placed within the 
framework of the current taxonomy. Sochorová et al. 
(2022) described a new fungus – Pseudoplectania afri-
cana – using morphological, anatomical and phyloge-
netic data to place the species. This is possibly the first 
record of the genus in Africa.

Nomenclatural changes 

The journal is an outlet for notes to correct, validate 
and formalise taxonomic nomenclature. These for-
malised publications are crucial for the rapid updating 
and correction of taxonomic backbones as nomencla-
tural issues come to the fore. Manning and Govaerts 
(2022) demonstrated that the currently recognised 
name for the African daisy genus Polydora Fenzl. ex H. 
Rob. was superfluous and so illegitimate, as such new 
combinations for the species needed to be made with-
in the earlier published (and so correct) generic name, 
Crystallopollen Steetz. In order to ensure rapid process-
ing, these manuscripts are reviewed by a dedicated no-
menclatural review board. Such a board is in place for 
botanical nomenclatural papers and additional boards 
will be instigated to handle other groups. 

Distribution records

ABC publishes first records of alien taxa and new distri-
butional records (e.g., range shifts in response to habi-
tat modification or climate change). However, for them 
to be noteworthy, there needs to be biogeographic 
novelty. If an alien taxon is already found in neighbour-
ing countries or provinces or states within a country, 
it is important information, but a local journal is likely 
preferable; by comparison a first record outside of a 
species’ continent of origin is noteworthy. Such cases 
should also discuss the potential management or policy 
implications. Iamonico and El Mokni (2023) record a 
small population of Amaranthus crassipes subsp. war-
nockii (I.M.Johnst.) N.Bayón naturalised within ruderal 
vegetation in Tunisia, possibly the first such record out-
side of the plant’s native range in North America, not-
ing that the populations might need to be considered 
for extirpation. Detailed studies and analyses of conti-
nent-wide spread would also be noteworthy, especially 
if linked to mechanistic hypotheses and pathways. Sin-
gle species distribution models are not noteworthy in 
and of themselves.

Atlassing and checklists

ABC is keen to ensure that the collection and curation 
of primary biodiversity data gains the scientific recog-
nition and visibility that it deserves. Fryday (2015) re-
viewed and updated information on the presence of 
lichen in South Africa and provided a checklist of 1 750 
taxa; and Dayaram et al. (2019) provided details of an 
update to the vegetation maps of South Africa, Lesotho 
and eSwatini, adding 47 vegetation types and remov-
ing 35 in total affecting around 5% of the whole map. 
These papers were not specifically flagged as data de-
scriptors / data papers but will likely be categorised as 
such in future.
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Case studies

We agree with Simberloff (2004) that responding to many 
conservation challenges will require local observation-
al and experimental studies. For such case studies to be 
noteworthy there should be some explicit consideration 
of what the context is and why it is important (Catford et 
al. 2022), and ideally general lessons applicable to other 
sites or other taxa should be highlighted. For example, 
Kashe et al. (2022) used the opportunity provided by an 
international airport in Botswana to provide insight into 
the ecological consequences of fencing off an area. Case 
studies that document an eradication or an extinction are 
noteworthy in and of themselves. For a case study that 
documents progress towards either to be noteworthy, it 
would have to provide some general insights relevant to 
policy and management beyond the individual example 
(i.e., direct and detailed recommendation of how prac-
tices need to change).

People and nature

Conservation is inherently about people and nature, 
and ABC is keen to publish articles about how people 
interact with nature and why, recognising and respect-
ing the knowledge held by indigenous peoples and local 
communities. Bello et al. (2019) interviewed traditional 
medical practitioners and others in the Sudanian savan-
na of northern Nigeria and developed a list of 169 plant 
species utilised, of which 43 are used for ethnomedic-
inal practices. They then conducted local conservation 
assessments of these taxa to provide recommendations 
for policy and management. Engaging communities in 
conservation science takes many forms, including cru-
cially by ensuring there are more eyes on the ground. 
Deschodt et al. (2021) documented the rediscovery of 
a taxon thought to be extinct. They found several imag-
es of an unusual dung beetle from Madagascar on a cit-
izen science platform (iNaturalist). As the photographs 
included diagnostic features, they were able to identify 
the beetles as Scarabaeus sevoistra, the only confirmed 
records of the species for 80 years. 

Communities of practice

Understanding relationships between people and insti-
tutions is essential if global change challenges are to be 
effectively met. Jubase et al. (2021) surveyed commu-
nity groups that are clearing invasive plants in the West-
ern Cape of South Africa, documenting their important 
contribution to efforts to combat invasions. Davies et 
al. (2020) reviewed the activities of the CAPE Invasive 
Alien Animals Working Group, highlighting how the 
group bridges the science–policy gap and providing im-
portant suggestions for how such groups can be made 
more effective. ABC will similarly consider workshop 
and meeting reports providing there is critical analysis 

or interpretation of the effectiveness and outcomes of 
the events held.

Ecosystem processes

Understanding the drivers and mechanisms of global 
change will be vital if policy makers and managers are to 
respond effectively. However, understanding such pro-
cesses often requires rigorous measurements of abiotic 
and biotic factors, particularly if mechanisms are to be 
unequivocally ascribed to the observed changes. ABC 
will publish studies that seek to document ecosystem 
processes, recognising the need to be explicit about po-
tential consequences. Tsheboeng et al. (2020) explored 
the influence of flooding regimes on plant communities 
of the Okavango Delta in Botswana. They showed how 
soil nutrients varied over time and with floods, identify-
ing potential links between flooding, soils and specific 
plant taxa. They note that water abstraction from the 
Okavango River Basin needs to carefully consider the 
quantity and timing of water needed to sustain seasonal 
floodplain plant communities.

Conservation assessments, 
monitoring and planning

We support the publication of conservation assessments, 
in particular to improve the flow of information to deci-
sion-makers and managers. However, to be noteworthy, 
there needs to be more than simply repeating a Red List 
assessment. Mostert and Mostert (2021) investigated the 
saprophytic coastal forest floor orchid Didymoplexis ver-
rucosa in Zululand, South Africa. After almost a thousand 
person-hours of searching they found a plant and sub-
sequently a couple of other sightings were noted. Rec-
ognising that, ‘Traditional search techniques are inade-
quate for population monitoring programmes of rare and 
cryptic species.’, they carefully circumscribed the habitat 
characteristics of the orchid and used this to develop rec-
ommendations for focussed future searches and conser-
vation efforts. Escobar et al. (2021) looked at the species 
richness and abundance of dung beetles in the Maputo 
Special Reserve of Mozambique and highlighted the im-
portance of the reserve to conservation in the broader 
region, particularly given the large patches of sand and 
dune forest within a natural grassland matrix. ABC also 
welcomes broader taxonomic or regional assessments 
that look at emerging trends across groups. Van Rooy 
et al. (2019) produced the first list of lost or threatened 
bryophytes for Africa, and proposed taxa that should be 
prioritised for IUCN Red List assessments.

Policy

ABC publishes papers of relevance to regulation and 
policy, including critiques. Blackmore (2022) reviewed 
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an on-going legal dispute over whether to grant a per-
mit to mine in an area that was, until recently, part of 
the Mabola Protected Environment in South Africa. 
Building on this case, Blackmore (2022) argued for an 
amendment to legislation under which protected areas 
can be downgraded, downsized and degazetted. ABC 
is keen, as in this case, to ensure that published recom-
mendations are practical, and so encourage authors to 
consider how a policy would be monitored and effec-
tiveness determined.

Methods

New methods and techniques will be considered if 
they are clearly and specifically relevant to the African 
context. Makwela et al. (2016) outlined the potential to 
use a remotely operated vehicle as a non-destructive 
measure to investigate the fish fauna of deep reefs off 
the southern coast of Africa (the central Agulhas Bank). 
They recorded 35 fish species as compared to 30 spe-
cies reported by the commercial line fishery over the 
previous decade. Bertschinger and Lueders (2018), as 
part of a special issue, reviewed the use of hormone 
injections to reduce aggressive behaviour in free-roam-
ing ‘problem [male elephant] bulls’; again the method 
is both relevant to Africa and, we believe, noteworthy.

Special issues

ABC publishes special issues with coherent and relevant 
themes. If you have a proposal, please get in touch. Se-
lier et al. (2018) outlined a special issue on ‘Conserva-
tion and management of elephant populations on small 
and medium-sized fenced reserves: Current practices, 
constraints and recommendations’. Wilson et al. (2017) 
highlighted a special issue on ‘Contributions to the Na-
tional Status Report on Biological Invasions in South Af-
rica’ that fed directly into a national level report pub-
lished the following year (Van Wilgen & Wilson 2018). 
Finally the special issue described by Rouget et al. (2016) 
looked at ‘eThekwini Ecosystems’ and the Durban Re-
search Action Partnership, exploring how the conserva-
tion of threatened ecosystems in an urban biodiversity 
hotspot in South Africa was being addressed and could 
be improved. Each of these special issues thus helped 
establish the state of a particular issue or topic and pro-
vided advice as to how things could move forward. By 
contrast, some publishers send round speculative spam 
e-mails tempting scientists to edit a special issue on a top-
ic identified by the journal as the most likely to generate 
income and citations for the journal. Such practices result 

in papers being published that, to quote a colleague on 
a list server about science publishing, are ‘either banal or 
venal or, worse yet, both of these’. ABC will only focus 
on special issues where there is a clear reason for why 
papers are grouped together.

How can I get involved?
We recognise the pressures on everyone’s time, but if 
you get a review request please either accept or re-
ject promptly, and if you do accept, please try to pro-
vide a constructive review in good time. For editors 
of other journals, we welcome collaboration and will 
endeavour to look to cross-refer out-of-scope articles 
as appropriate. For authors, please consider ABC for 
your research. We can help with production, and we 
are committed to sustainably growing the journal. In 
particular, we are very keen to increase the number of 
submissions from across the continent (cf. Figure 1). We 
do not have funds for translation but would be very 
open to partnerships to address the issue of accessibil-
ity and would be keen to publish translated material in 
languages other than English. If you want to know if a 
publication might be suitable, please contact us. And if 
you have comments or criticisms of the journal’s vision 
and proposed approach, please get in touch (the e-mail  
editorialboard@abcjournal.org will reach both the 
Managing Editor and the co-Editors-in-Chief).
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