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NOTES ON AFRICAN PLANTS

POACEAE
O DO NTELYTRUM : A NEW G ENERIC RECORD FOR SOUTH AFRICA

During an aquatic weed survey in December, 1974,
Mr F. de W. Brand, a member of the Transvaal
Provincial Administration, collected an aquatic grass,
Odontelytrum abyssinicum Hack., in the municipal
dam at Belfast (c. 2 000 m) in the eastern Transvaal.
This gathering, Brand 44, represents a new generic
record for South Africa. It has subsequently been
re-collected by the author at Belfast, Du Toit 1083.
The monotypic genus Odontelytrum , first described
by Hackel, was based on a Schimper specimen,
collected in Ethiopia (Abyssinia) in stagnant water
between Paffat and Dewra Tabor (c. 2700 m). The
nearest known locality outside Ethiopia is Oljoro
Nyuki on the Ngorongoro crater floor (c. 1900 m), in a
C;’/ ?m/5-swamp in Tanzania. The grass seems to prefer
a cool climate in stagnant or slow-flowing water. It is
possible that this grass spread to South Africa via
the eastern mountain ranges being dispersed by
waterbirds. This view is strengthened by the
observations of Mr Brand, who stated that waterbirds
relish the seeds and young shoots.
Although superficially resembling Oryza longistaminata, the wild rice, and Oryzidium barnardii, Odonte
lytrum is closely allied to Pennisetum, a genus with
which it cannot be confused. On close examination,
the long “awn” of Odontelytrum proves to be an

elongate bristle of the involucre surrounding the
spikelet. In the case of Oryza and Oryzidium, the awn
arises from the lemma.
The specimen from the eastern Transvaal was
identified in time for the genus to be included in
Volume 2 of The Genera of Southern African
Flowering Plants by R. A. Dyer (1976). Readers are
referred to this publication for a full description of the
genus. To facilitate identification and to encourage
further observations on its distribution, a brief
diagnostic description is given here.
Odontelytrum abyssinicum Hack, in Oestr. Bot
Zeitschr. 48: 86 (1898); Stapf in Hook.Ic.P1.31.t. 3074
(1922). Type: Aethiopia, between Paffat and Dewra
Tabor, Schimper 1121.
Aquatic perennials, with soft spongy culms, leaves
light green or purplish, minutely scabrid. Inflorescence
a stout raceme, sheathed at the base. Spikelets
solitary, purple or straw-coloured, and enveloped by
an involucre of partially fused bristles. Spikelets
two-flowered, the lower male, the upper bisexual.
At maturity spikelets fall entire with the involucre.
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RANUNCULACEAE
THE CORRECT N A M E FOR ANEM ONE CAPENSIS

In his write-up of Anemone capensis in Flower.
PI. Afr. 40: t. 1569 (1969), Oliver attributed the
binomial to Lamarck (1783), pointing out that
Lamarck made no mention at all of Atragene capensis
L. (1753) in his description of Anemone capensis in
Encycl. 1: 164 (1783) and therefore Lamarck was the
sole author of Anemone capensis. Oliver also stated
that the combination Anemone capensis (L.) Harv.
(1860) based on Atragene capensis L. (1753) was a
later homonym of Anemone capensis Lam. and there
fore illegitimate.
This is true, but unfortunately Oliver overlooked
Atragene tenuifolia L.f. (1781), which is conspecific
with Anemone capensis Lam. and antedates it by two
years. I have not been able to trace the holotype of
Atragene tenuifolia, but Thunberg specimen No. 12999
in Herb. Thunberg, Uppsala, which is probably an
isotype, agrees with our concept of Anemone capensis.

The correct name to use, therefore, is Anemon
tenuifolia (L.f.) DC. (1824).
The relevant synomy is as follows—
Anemone tenuifolia (L.f.) DC., Prodr. 1:18 (1824).
Type: Cape, Thunberg (holotype not traced, but
isotype probably specimen No. 12999 in Thunberg
Herbarium, UPS; PRE, photo.!).

Atragene capensis L., Sp. PI. 543 (1753). Type: Cape (L IN N
711.3; PRE, photo). A. tenuifolia L. f., Suppl. 270 (1781), as
above. A. tenuis Thunb., FI. Jap. 239 (1784). Type: none cited.
Anemone capensis Lam., Encycl. 1:164 (1783); Oliver in
Flower. PI. Afr. 40:t.l569 (1969). Type: Cape (specimen in
Herb. Jussieu, P). A. arborea Hort. in Steud. Nom . ed. 95 (1840),
nomen nudum. A capensis (L.) Harv. in FI. Cap. 1: 3 (1859-60),
nom. illeg.; Adamson in FI. Cap. Penins. 401 (1950). A capensis
(L.) Harv. var. tenuifolia Harv., I.e.
Pulsatilla africana Spreng., Syst. 2: 664 (1825). Type: none
cited. P. tenuifolia (L.f.) Spreng., I.e.
D. J. B. K il lic

RUTACEAE
ZA N TH O X YLU M LEPRIEURII *, A NEW RECORD FOR SO UTH ERN AFRICA

The first specimen of this Zanthoxylum from
Southern Africa was collected by Drs Codd and Dyer
(No. 4564) in the Sibasa district of the Transvaal
near Punda Milia in the Kruger National Park in
October 1948. However, in the absence of fertile
material, this specimen, like each of those collected in
the Kruger Park and in north-eastern Natal (Tonga
land) during the next twenty years, remained unidenti
fied. In December 1969 good flowering material of
both male and female plants was collected (Moll 4887,
4889) near Makanes Drift in Tongaland and it is
these specimens which finally enabled the plants to be
identified. There is still no fertile material from the
Transvaal, although there is a photograph in the

National Herbarium, Pretoria, of a fruiting branchlet
collected by Mrs E. Jenkins north-east of Sibasa in the
northern Transvaal.
*The taxonomic position of the genera Zanthoxylum L. and
Fagara L. has long been a source of controversy. M ost early
taxonomists, for example, Benth. & Hook.f., Gen. PI. 1 : 297
(1862), regarded the two as congeneric, but later opinion
favoured the argument advanced by Engler in Pflanzenfam.
3,4:95-102 (1896), which supported the retention of both genera.
In recent years evidence has accumulated which supports the
view that the genera are not distinct. Following Hartley, in
J.Arn.Arb. 47:171-221 (1966), and Waterman, in Taxon
24:361-366 (1975), Fagara and Zanthoxylum are here regarded
as congeneric, Zanthoxylum being the correct name for the
combined genera.

