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NOTES ON AFRICAN PLANTS
A NEW COMBINATION IN BULBINE

Hermann in his Catalogue of Plants growing in the
Leiden Botanic Garden in 1687, described and
figured on p. 466, t.467, a plant that came from the
Cape of Good Hope belonging to a species that is still
common in the S.W. Cape. He gave it the phrase name
Ornithogalum africanum luteum odoratum foliis cepaceus radice tuberosa. From the good description and
plate it is obvious that it is a Bulbine, for he describes
the barbate filaments and in this genus there is a
section that produces a large rounded tuberous base.
This led Hermann and later Houttuyn and Miller to
retain it in the bulbiferous genus Ornithogalum.
Miller in 1768 bestowed the binomial Ornithogalum
tuberosum on Herm ann’s plant in his G ardener’s
Dictionary, ed. 8, No. 10, repeating H erm ann’s
description and information that it grows naturally
on the dry rocks at the Cape of Good Hope.
Jacquin in his leones Plantarum Rariorum 2, t .405
(1795) and Coll. 5: 83 (1797) painted and described
this species under the name Anthericum pugioniforme.
Link in his Enumeratio, 1: 329 (1821) transferred it to
Bulbine, viz. B. pugioniformis (Jacq.) Link. Baker
included it under the latter name in the Flora Capensis
6: 363 (1896), but misapplied the name Ornithogalum
tuberosum Mill., placing O. polyphyllum Jacq. as a
synomym under it on p. 506.
As Ornithogalum tuberosum has not been transferred
to Bulbine the combination is now effected.
Bulbine tuberosa (Mill.) Oberm., comb. nov.
Ornithogalum tuberosum Mill., Gard. Diet. ed. 8, N o. 10
(1768). Type: Hermann, Cat. Lugd. t.467.

F ig .

12.—Iconotype o f Bulbina tuberosa (Mill.) Oberm., t. 467
in Hermann, Cat. Lugdb. (1768).

A. A. O bermeyer

A NEW SPECIES OF ALO E FROM THE H UM ANSDORP DISTRICT

Aloe pictifolia Hardy, sp. nov.
Suffrutex ad 30 cm altus, 18 cm diam. Caules
arcuato-ascendentes, ramosi; rami in rosulam foliorum terminantes; foliorum bases persistentes. Folia
conferta, basi amplexicaulia, 12-15 cm longa, 1-2,5
cm lata, sensim attenuata apice acuto vel acuminato,
glauca; supra aliquantum plana, versus apicem
canaliculata, copiose et regulatim albo-m aculata;
subtus convex carina prope apicem dentata, albomaculata; margo dentibus pungentibus 1 mm longis
4-5 mm remotis armatus. Inflorescentiae 2-4 simultaneae, simplices, arcuato-ascendentes; pedunculi 20
cm longi, basi plano-convexi vel complanati, 5-7 mm
lati, 4-5-bracteati. Racemi cylindrato-acuminati,
multo-flori, sublaxi, 14-17 cm longi 3,5 -4 cm diam .;
alabastra patentia; flori nutantes; bracteae late
ovatae, abrupte acutae, 10 mm longae, basi 3-4 mm
latae; pedicelli 11-12 mm longi. Perianthium scarlatinum, ad ostium viride cylindrato-trigonum, 15-16
mm longum, prope basin 3-4 mm diam .; basis
rotundata; segmenta ad basin libera. Antherae
aurantiacae, 1-2 mm exsertae.
T ype : Cape, Humansdorp District, Patensie area,
Marais sub PRE 32328 (PRE, holotype).
Plants of shrubby growth up to 30 cm tall. Stems
arcuate-ascending, branched from the base, short or up
to 12 cm long, rosettes dividing and subdividing up to
18 cm across; old leaf bases persistent. Leaves crow
ded, basally sheathing-amplexicaul, 12-15 cm long,
suberectly spreading, 1-2,5 cm broad at the base,

gradually narrowing to an acuminate apex; upper
surface flat to channelled especially towards the
apex, glaucous, copiously and regularly white-spotted;
lower surface convex with a toothed keel near the
apex, spotted; margins armed with red-brown, pun
gent teeth up to 1 mm long, 4-5 mm apart, the inter
spaces the same colour as the leaf. Inflorescences 2-4
borne simultaneously, simple, arcuate-ascending;
peduncles 20 cm long, base plano-convex to flattened,
5-7 mm broad with 4-5 sterile, many-nerved, ovate
to broadly-ovate bracts, 7-8 mm broad and tapering
to an abrupt, acute point. Racemes cylindric-acuminate, sublaxly many flowered; 14-17 cm long and
3 ,5 -4 cm diam., the buds spreading obliquely to
horizontally, open flowers nutant; floral bracts
broadly ovate, abruptly tapering to an acute point, 10
mm long, 3-4 mm broad at the base; pedicels 11-12
mm long, red-brown. Perianth scarlet red (R.C.S. 1),
greenish at mouth, cylindric-trigonous, 15-16 mm
long, 3-4 mm diam. near the base, base rounded;
outer segments free to the base, 3-nerved, the nerves
obscure for the greater part of their length, turning
greenish at the apex, apices straight, subacute,
scarcely spreading; inner segments free, whitishyellow with thin edges, keel colour of the perianth
for four fifths of its length turning green near the
apex, apices more obtuse and slightly greenish on the
inside. Stamens: filaments white, flattened; anthers
orange, exserted by 1-2 mm. Style filiform, stigma
eventually exserted by 1-2 mm long, 1 mm diam., pale
green. Capsule not seen. F igs . 13 and 14.
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13.—Aloe pictifolia, h a b i t .

14.—Aloe pictifolia. One of rosettes with inflorescences.
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This new species was first collected in 1971 by M r
G. X. Marais, formerly o f Pretoria and now of
Newcastle in Natal, in the Hum ansdorp District of the
southern Cape. The precise locality has not been
revealed, because it is feared that Aloe enthusiasts
might deplete the natural populations in the veld.
This plant has obviously escaped detection until now,
because of its situation in stony, rugged country.

The species appears to belong to the series Echinatae
(Humiles), the imple inflorescence and cylindrictrigonous perianth being not unlike those o f A.
krapohliana Marl. In general habit and leaf texture it
is, however, very different: the plant is branched
from the base with narrow, copiously and regularly
spotted leaves. The plant has been called A. pictifolia,
because o f its “ painted leaves” .
D. S. H ardy

MELASTOM ATACEAE
A NEW M EM ECYLO N RECORD FROM TONGALAND

Among the many interesting plants collected by Dr
E. J. Moll in Tongaland in recent years was the
specimen, Moll & Nel 5592, from a small tree up to 4 m
high growing in sand forest 7 km W. of Muzi. The
specimen was clearly referable to the genus Memecylon
but did not match material of either M. natalense
Markgr. or of M. grandiflorum A. & R. Fernandes, the
only two species of the genus previously recorded
from Natal. Comparison o f Moll & Nel 5592 with
material in the Kew Herbarium suggested that the
specimen was closest to the recently described M.
sousae A. & R. Fernandes, in Bol. Soc. Brot., Ser.
2,46: 67, t. IV (1972), from Mozambique. The speci
men differed from Gomes e Sousa 4380, the isotype
of M. sousae in the Kew Herbarium, however, in
having consistently smaller leaves. The largest leaves
on Moll & Nel 5592 were 3 , 5 x 1 , 7 cm and these
were significantly smaller than those in typical M.
sousae. A small flowering twig detached from Moll &
Nel 5592 was sent to Prof. A. Fernandes for comment.
He kindly confirmed that the specimen was close to
M. sousae but added that if the leaves were consis
tently small there was a possibility that the specimen
may represent an undescribed species.

In an attem pt to clarify the situation D r Moll was
requested to collect more material and, in particular,
to try and establish the range of variation in leaf
size within a population and even on a single plant.
Unfortunately Dr Moll was unable to locate the
plant on his next visit to Tongaland but the following
year (1972) another population was found 6 km W.
o f Muzi and the collections Moll & Muller 5690a,
5690b were made. The leaves on Moll & Muller
5690a (N H ) are mostly the same size as those on
Moll & Nel 5592. However, on Moll & Muller 5690b
(NH), which was collected from the same plant as
5690a, the leaves are significantly larger and range in
size from 3 ,5 - 5 ,6 x 2 ,1 - 3 ,8 cm. These larger leaves
on Moll & Muller 5690b match those of typical M.
sousae and this specimen was therefore referred to M.
sousae. As Moll & Muller 5690a was collected off the
same plant, it too, together with Moll & Nel 5592, were
also referred to M. sousae. The range o f variation in
leaf size within M. sousae is therefore greater than
initially realized and indicated by material from
Mozambique.
J. H. Ross

M ESEM BRYA NTHEM ACEAE
NOMENCLATURE OF THE GENUS AMPHIBOLIA

While checking some literature it was noticed that
the genus Amphibolia was not validly published as
Bolus (1965) did not cite the type species (Article 37),
but Herre’s account on ‘The Genera of the Mesembryanthemaceae’ in 1972 can be construed as a
validation of the generic name. However, all the
species are invalid as they were described, or their
combinations made, before the genus was validly
published (Article 43). Also, in the case of Amphibolia
hallii and A. littlewoodii an incomplete reference to the
basionym was given. The nomenclature of Amphibolia
is briefly reviewed.

Lampranthus gydouwensis L. Bol. in J. S. Afr. Bot.
29: 13 (1963). Type: Cape, Gydouw, Leipoldt 4801
(BOL, holo.).
A. littlewoodii (L. Bol.) L. Bol. ex Toelken & Jessop,
comb. nov. L. Bol. in J. S. Afr. Bot. 31: 170 (1965);
Jacobsen, Sukk. Lex. 358 (1970), nom. inval.
Stoeberia littlewoodii L. Bol. in J. S. Afr. Bot. 26:
162 (1960). Type: Cape, 24 km east o f Karoo Poort
on the road to Touws River, Littlewood in Karoo
Gardens 522/59 (BOL, holo.).

Amphibolia L. Bol. ex Herre, Gen. Mesembryanth.
70 (1971); L. Bol. in J. S. Afr. Bot. 31: 169 (1965);
Jacobsen, Sukk. Lex. 358 (1970). Type species: A.
hallii (L. Bol.) L. Bol. ex Toelken & Jessop.

A. maritima L. Bol. ex Toelken & Jessop L. Bol.
in J. S. Afr. Bot. 31: 169 (1965); Jacobsen, Sukk.
Lex. 359 (1970), nom. inval. Type: Cape, near
Vredendal, H. Hall 2885 (BOL, holo.).

A. hallii (L. Bol.) L. Bol. ex Toelken & Jessop, comb,
nov. L. Bol. in J. S. Afr. Bot. 31: 169 (1965); Jacobsen,
Sukk. Lex. 358 (1970), nom. inval.
Stoeberia hallii L. Bol. in J. S. Afr. Bot. 26: 161
(1960). Type: Cape, K aroo Poort, H. Hall 1741
(BOL, holo.).

A. stayneri L. Bol. ex Toelken & Jessop, L. Bol. in
J. S. Afr. Bot. 32: 126(1966): Jacobsen, Sukk. Lex. 359
(1970), nom. inval. Type: Cape, between M atroosberg
and Theronsberg Pass, Stayner in Karoo Gardens
258/65 (BOL, holo.).

A. gydouwensis (L. Bol.) L. Bol. ex Toelken &
Jessop, comb. nov. L. Bol. in J. S. Afr. Bot. 33: 306
(1967); Jacobsen, Sukk. Lex. 358 (1970), nom. inval.
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