V A R IO U S A U T H O R S

50-70 mm, plicate, thin but tough, the main nerve
placed to one side at the base, deciduous. Spike erect,
simple or with a short basal side branch; flowers
distichously arranged, close together; rhachis straight
or showing a faint zig-zag pattern. Spathe-valves
small, ovate c. 10 mm long, apiculate, brown.
Perianth orange, c. 90 mm long, with a long curved
tube narrow at the base, gradually widening towards
the mouth; limb with the upper lobe larger and erect,
elliptic, c. 2 5-30 mm long. Stamens attached to the
tube near base; anthers linear, sagittate, dorsifixed,
versatile. Ovary 3-locular, ovules many. Capsule
globose, c. 7 mm long (immature). Figs 21 & 22.
N a t a l .— 2829 (L adysm ith): sum m it o f M nweni Pass in
Drakensberg, c. 2900 m ( -C C ) , Pearse 34 (PR E , h o lo.). 2828
(Bethlehem): Icidi Pass ( - D D ) , Gray s.n . (PR E ).

It gives me much pleasure to name this rare
Croeosmia after Mr R. O. Pearse, the discoverer of
this species and the author o f ‘Mountain Splendour’,
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a lavishly illustrated book on the flora of the
Drakensberg. There is a photograph of this
Croeosmia (unfortunately captioned No. 3 instead of
No. 4 on p. 89 of his book). The species is related to
C. panieulata (Klatt) Goldbl., but its leaves are an
nual, not evergreen, the rhachis is more or less
straight or only faintly zig-zag and it bears bigger
flowers. C. panieulata is the common species on the
mountain slopes, forming large evergreen colonies. It
is therefore understandable that collectors overlook
ed this elusive solitary plant, probably dismissing it
as a young stage of C. panieulata. So far it has only
been seen twice by Mr Pearse at high altitudes
(2 2 0 0 - 3 000 m), where it was flowering in January.
Other mountaineers, for instance Mr H. G. Gray,
who collected this species on Icidi Pass, also report it
as rare.
A. A. O b er m ey er

A NEW SU BSPEC IES O F G L A D IO L U S M IC R O C A R PU S

Gladiolus microcarpus Lewis subsp. italaensis
Oberm., subsp. nov., a subsp. typica foliis glabris et
rhachidi dense pubescenti differt.
T y p e .— Natal, 2731 (Louwsburg): Itala Nature
Reserve (- A C ) , M auve et al. 5266 (PRE, holo.).
When Lewis in 1966 examined material of
Gladiolus at PRE, she identified J. C. Smuts 2371
from W akkerstroom, collected in December 1944, as
near G. microcarpus c f. Jl S. Afr. Bot., Suppl. 10: 87
(1972). In 1976 Messrs Brown and Shapiro under
took a survey of the flora of the Itala Nature Reserve
and collected specimens o f this species (their No. 411)
at the junction o f the Thalu and Pongolo Rivers, in a
Lowveld type of vegetation. This was the first record
of a precise locality and it seemed worthwhile to ex
amine it more closely as the typical material o f G.
microcarpus comes from the Drakensberg at high
altitudes, some 200 km to the south or south-west of
the localities referred to above. The species therefore
appears to have a disjunct distribution. The reserve
was visited in January 1980 and more material was
obtained from the same area. It was found on a N.
W.-facing, steep slope, growing in rock crevices
shaded by small trees and shrubs. The flowers were
delicate in texture and light pink in colour; the lower
lobes had a dark pink midrib flanked by a white area.
When fading the pink turns to pale- and later to dark
lilac. Although closely related to the typical form,
some differences in the pattern of pubescence and the
distribution suggest that we are dealing with a
subspecies (Fig. 23).
F i g . 2 3 .— Gladiolus

microcarpus subsp. italaensis. Painting o f
holotype plant, Mauve et al. 5266, by R. H olcroft.

Key to subspecies
Rhachis and spathes glabrous; leaves with short, patent hairs on
the nerves; grow ing in the Drakensberg at high altitudes, c.
1 800 m ab ove sea-level; plants usually p en d u lou s.....................
............................................................................... subsp. microcarpus
Rhachis and spathes shortly and densely pubescent; leaves
glabrous; grow ing in Lowveld vegetation, c. 250 m above sealevel; plants e r e c t ...................................................subsp. italaensis

The Natal Parks Board and their staff at the Itala
Nature Reserve are thanked most sincerely for their
kind co-operation.
A. A. O b e r m e y e r

LILIACEAE
A NEW VARIETY OF A L O E FROM TH E V R Y H E ID DISTRICT

Aloe reitzii Reynolds var. vernalis Hardy, var.
nov., a varietate typica bracteis floralibus deltoideoacuminatis, 6 x 4 - 5 mm, non lanceolato-acutis 1 4 x 7
mm, capsula m atura minima 15 mm longa 10 mm

diametro, non 25 mm longa et 14 mm diametro dif
fert.
T y p e .— Natal, Vryheid District, farm ‘Oorspring’, 1971-09-10, Hardy 3589 (PRE. holo.).
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NO TE S O N A F R IC A N P LA N TS

Plant succulent, acaulescent or rarely with a stem
up to 50 cm, the stem procumbent, simple. Leaves
lanceolate-ensiform, arcuate-erect, densely rosulate,
dull green, up to 64 cm long, 5 - 9 cm broad at the
base, the apex armed with a pungent thorn; upper
surface flat to slightly concave, smooth, devoid of
markings; lower surface convex, sm ooth or
sometimes with thorns in the median line near the
apex, the thorns pungent, brownish, about 3 mm
long, 5 mm apart, the teeth arising from white bases,
the interspaces straight, the same colour as the leaf.
Inflorescence 70-75 cm high, two to four branched
from below the middle. Peduncle 3 ,5 -4 cm diam.
near the base, naked below the first branch, branches
below the racemes clothed with several sterile bracts.
Racemes cylindric, slightly acuminate, densely multi
flowered, 30-40 cm long, 5 - 6 cm diam., the buds
and flowers pendulous. Bracts deltoid-acuminate, 6
mm long by 4 -5 mm broad at the base, scarious,
brownish, many-nerved, reflexed. Pedicels green, 3
mm long. Perianth curved-cylindrical, up to 40 mm
long, the base rounded, tube 5 mm diam. enlarging
to about 7 mm above the middle, narrowing slightly
towards the mouth; outer segments connate into a
tube for about 25 mm, the free portion 15 mm, the
two upper segments bright orange with five redbrown nerves, margins paler, the apices subacute,
slightly falcately connivent, the lower segment
lemon-yellow with three to five darker coloured
nerves, apex subacute, straight; inner segments free
but dorsally adnate to the outer to about the middle,
with narrow white margins, the upper segment with a
15 mm keel the colour of the perianth becoming
brownish at the apex, the two lower segments with a
less pronounced keel formed by three greenish
nerves. Filaments distinctly flattened, the three inner
narrower and lengthening in advance of the three
outer, pale lemon-yellow within the perianth, the ex
serted portion brownish-orange. Anthers exserted by
8 mm. Style a deeper yellow than the filaments, the
exserted portion the same brownish-orange colour.
Stigma becoming exserted by 10 mm. Ovary olivegreen, 6mm long, 3 mm diam. at base. Capsule 15
mm long, 10 mm diam. Fig. *24.
N a t a l .— 2730 (Vryheid): farm ‘O orspring’ between Vryheid
and Natal Spa ( -D B ), 10 Sept. 1971, H ardy 3589 (PR E ).

This interesting variety differs from the typical
variety in the following respects: the floral bracts are
deltoid-acuminate in shape, 6 mm long by 4 - 5 mm
broad as opposed to lanceolate-acute and 14 mm
long by 7 mm broad. The mature capsules are also
very much smaller, 15 mm long and 10 mm in dia
meter compared with 25 mm long and 14 mm dia
meter in the typical variety.
There are also differences in flowering time and in
distribution: var. reitzii flowers during February and

A loe reitzii var. vernalis. Plant in natural habitat on
steep, well-drained granitic slopes.

F i g . 24 —

March, whereas var. vernalis flowers during the
spring months o f August and September, hence the
varietal epithet. Var. reitzii has been recorded from
three or four localities in the Belfast District of east
ern Transvaal, whereas var. vernalis is apparently
confined to a very small area in the Vryheid District
of Natal.
A closely related species, A. gerstneri Reynolds,
occurs near the Nondweni River south of where A.
reitzii var. vernalis occurs and can, when not in
flower, be easily confused with the latter; in both the
slender leaf marginal teeth arise from distinct white
bases, a character not occurring in var. reitzii. When
in flower, however, A. gerstneri is readily distin
guished by its cylindric-ventricose flowers which are
up to 30 mm long.
D. S.

H ardy

& C.

R e id

A R E A P P R A IS A L OF URGINEA ALTISSIM A

When discussing the Urginea epigea-Drimia altissima problem in Bothalia 13: 139 (1980), I had unfor
tunately omitted to examine the Thunberg type speci
men of Ornithogalum altissimum L.f. I have since
established that it was collected in the eastern Cape at
the Zondags River and that it bears its flowers on
long patent pedicels Fig. 25. I now realize that it is
the widespread summer rainfall region species which
is found as far north as tropical Africa. Jessop in J1
S. Afr. Bot. 43: 288 (1977) was correct in his interpre
tation, whereas 1 was wrong and I apologize. But,
like Baker in FI. Cap. 6: 470 (1897), 1 prefer to place

it in Urginea for it produces white stellate flowers on
long patent pedicels.
However, the reference by Jessop to the plate in
Curtis’s bot. Mag. 27: t. 1074 (1808) is misleading as
this depicts a different species, namely the wellknown ‘M aerm an’ from the winter rainfall region
Fig. 26. This species is recognized by its long, dense
spike bearing sessile or nearly sessile flowers. Unfor
tunately it was wrongly identified as Urginea
altissima (L.f.) Baker by Adamson & Salter in the
Flora of the Cape Peninsula p. 194 (1950) and other

