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NOTES ON AFRICAN PLANTS

This new species was first collected in 1971 by M r
G. X. Marais, formerly o f Pretoria and now of
Newcastle in Natal, in the Hum ansdorp District of the
southern Cape. The precise locality has not been
revealed, because it is feared that Aloe enthusiasts
might deplete the natural populations in the veld.
This plant has obviously escaped detection until now,
because of its situation in stony, rugged country.

The species appears to belong to the series Echinatae
(Humiles), the imple inflorescence and cylindrictrigonous perianth being not unlike those o f A.
krapohliana Marl. In general habit and leaf texture it
is, however, very different: the plant is branched
from the base with narrow, copiously and regularly
spotted leaves. The plant has been called A. pictifolia,
because o f its “ painted leaves” .
D. S. H ardy

MELASTOM ATACEAE
A NEW M EM ECYLO N RECORD FROM TONGALAND

Among the many interesting plants collected by Dr
E. J. Moll in Tongaland in recent years was the
specimen, Moll & Nel 5592, from a small tree up to 4 m
high growing in sand forest 7 km W. of Muzi. The
specimen was clearly referable to the genus Memecylon
but did not match material of either M. natalense
Markgr. or of M. grandiflorum A. & R. Fernandes, the
only two species of the genus previously recorded
from Natal. Comparison o f Moll & Nel 5592 with
material in the Kew Herbarium suggested that the
specimen was closest to the recently described M.
sousae A. & R. Fernandes, in Bol. Soc. Brot., Ser.
2,46: 67, t. IV (1972), from Mozambique. The speci
men differed from Gomes e Sousa 4380, the isotype
of M. sousae in the Kew Herbarium, however, in
having consistently smaller leaves. The largest leaves
on Moll & Nel 5592 were 3 , 5 x 1 , 7 cm and these
were significantly smaller than those in typical M.
sousae. A small flowering twig detached from Moll &
Nel 5592 was sent to Prof. A. Fernandes for comment.
He kindly confirmed that the specimen was close to
M. sousae but added that if the leaves were consis
tently small there was a possibility that the specimen
may represent an undescribed species.

In an attem pt to clarify the situation D r Moll was
requested to collect more material and, in particular,
to try and establish the range of variation in leaf
size within a population and even on a single plant.
Unfortunately Dr Moll was unable to locate the
plant on his next visit to Tongaland but the following
year (1972) another population was found 6 km W.
o f Muzi and the collections Moll & Muller 5690a,
5690b were made. The leaves on Moll & Muller
5690a (N H ) are mostly the same size as those on
Moll & Nel 5592. However, on Moll & Muller 5690b
(NH), which was collected from the same plant as
5690a, the leaves are significantly larger and range in
size from 3 ,5 - 5 ,6 x 2 ,1 - 3 ,8 cm. These larger leaves
on Moll & Muller 5690b match those of typical M.
sousae and this specimen was therefore referred to M.
sousae. As Moll & Muller 5690a was collected off the
same plant, it too, together with Moll & Nel 5592, were
also referred to M. sousae. The range o f variation in
leaf size within M. sousae is therefore greater than
initially realized and indicated by material from
Mozambique.
J. H. Ross

M ESEM BRYA NTHEM ACEAE
NOMENCLATURE OF THE GENUS AMPHIBOLIA

While checking some literature it was noticed that
the genus Amphibolia was not validly published as
Bolus (1965) did not cite the type species (Article 37),
but Herre’s account on ‘The Genera of the Mesembryanthemaceae’ in 1972 can be construed as a
validation of the generic name. However, all the
species are invalid as they were described, or their
combinations made, before the genus was validly
published (Article 43). Also, in the case of Amphibolia
hallii and A. littlewoodii an incomplete reference to the
basionym was given. The nomenclature of Amphibolia
is briefly reviewed.

Lampranthus gydouwensis L. Bol. in J. S. Afr. Bot.
29: 13 (1963). Type: Cape, Gydouw, Leipoldt 4801
(BOL, holo.).
A. littlewoodii (L. Bol.) L. Bol. ex Toelken & Jessop,
comb. nov. L. Bol. in J. S. Afr. Bot. 31: 170 (1965);
Jacobsen, Sukk. Lex. 358 (1970), nom. inval.
Stoeberia littlewoodii L. Bol. in J. S. Afr. Bot. 26:
162 (1960). Type: Cape, 24 km east o f Karoo Poort
on the road to Touws River, Littlewood in Karoo
Gardens 522/59 (BOL, holo.).

Amphibolia L. Bol. ex Herre, Gen. Mesembryanth.
70 (1971); L. Bol. in J. S. Afr. Bot. 31: 169 (1965);
Jacobsen, Sukk. Lex. 358 (1970). Type species: A.
hallii (L. Bol.) L. Bol. ex Toelken & Jessop.

A. maritima L. Bol. ex Toelken & Jessop L. Bol.
in J. S. Afr. Bot. 31: 169 (1965); Jacobsen, Sukk.
Lex. 359 (1970), nom. inval. Type: Cape, near
Vredendal, H. Hall 2885 (BOL, holo.).

A. hallii (L. Bol.) L. Bol. ex Toelken & Jessop, comb,
nov. L. Bol. in J. S. Afr. Bot. 31: 169 (1965); Jacobsen,
Sukk. Lex. 358 (1970), nom. inval.
Stoeberia hallii L. Bol. in J. S. Afr. Bot. 26: 161
(1960). Type: Cape, K aroo Poort, H. Hall 1741
(BOL, holo.).

A. stayneri L. Bol. ex Toelken & Jessop, L. Bol. in
J. S. Afr. Bot. 32: 126(1966): Jacobsen, Sukk. Lex. 359
(1970), nom. inval. Type: Cape, between M atroosberg
and Theronsberg Pass, Stayner in Karoo Gardens
258/65 (BOL, holo.).

A. gydouwensis (L. Bol.) L. Bol. ex Toelken &
Jessop, comb. nov. L. Bol. in J. S. Afr. Bot. 33: 306
(1967); Jacobsen, Sukk. Lex. 358 (1970), nom. inval.

The authors wish to acknowledge the assistance o f
Dr R. K. Brummitt, Royal Botanic Gardens, Kew,
with whom the problem was extensively discussed.
H. R. T olken & J. P. Jessop

